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editorial

Frans Bieckmann 
Editor in chief
editor@thebrokeronline.eu Making waves

I ssue 25 of The Broker is a milestone. A fitting moment to look 
back at four years of pioneering journalism. More importantly, 

The Broker is at a crossroads, about to embark on an exciting new 
venture. This month we are launching an entirely new website at 
www.thebrokeronline.eu.

The Broker – short for its original working title, the Global 
Development Knowledge Broker – began four years ago as a 
16-page bimonthly magazine. Our aim was to present solid 
knowledge in the field of globalization and development. In an 
easily accessible style, backed by well-sourced overviews of 
cutting-edge academic and policy discussions. 

A lot has changed since. We have gradually found an editorial 
scope and format that we are comfortable with. Our 
interdisciplinary approach helped us create a niche that brokers 
between different policy sectors and communities within the vast 
area of globalization and development. We expanded the 
magazine with more pages, new sections and special reports. We 
experimented with innovative themes, such as civic-driven change, 
complexity theory and global public goods. 

Our intention was to stir up the devitalized development sector 
by providing alternatives for more effective policy making and 
more critically engaged political action. A constant, throughout, 
has been our strict and thorough editing and review process, 
which may have surprised some of our authors, but which we 
believe is why we have earned the ‘quality stamp’ that has 
become our hallmark. 

The Broker has had an online presence from the very start. 
Initially, our website was merely a reflection of the printed 
magazine: we published longer versions of the articles on line, 
with extra boxes, footnotes and links for further reading. Two 
years ago we started blogging. It was ad hoc and experimental at 
first, the idea being to ‘let a hundred flowers blossom’. 

We also hosted some very well-attended online debates, such 
as the one on Less Pretension, More Ambition, the report by the 
Scientific Council for Government Policy (WRR). Our blogs from 
conferences in different parts of the world featured guest 
bloggers and videos. And our website kept growing and growing, 
until it threatened to collapse under its own weight. We have 
hosted a great deal of interesting information on our website, 
and still do, but sometimes even we were unable to locate it.

That’s why we have been working hard these past few months 
on a completely new website. It is not only technically new, with a 
new design, but above all it is a website that enables us to 
implement a completely fresh editorial approach. From now on, 
the website will be The Broker’s guiding force, and the print 
versions of our magazine will be a reflection of it.

The website is much better suited to The Broker’s aims: creating 
networks, exchanging knowledge and establishing links between 
articles, discussions, sectors and communities. We will place 
specific reading suggestions on every website page, as well as 

references to related content and isolated discussions. This will be 
brought about by the use of advanced software, but above all 
through the active intervention of experienced editors. 

One of the website’s important innovations is that it – and 
therefore also The Broker’s editorial policy – will be divided into 
themes. For now, we will focus on five main themes: inclusive 
economics (including sustainable development), human security, 
global food security, social change and global development 
strategies. The Broker is also working on a series of international 
partner networks based on specific themes (more about our 
partner plan in issue 26). We intend to use this initiative to 
consolidate the work and expertise of knowledge institutes and 
knowledge networks around the world and to enhance the 
exchange of knowledge between them. The Broker will be fulfilling 
its role as an independent intermediary in these networks in the 
literal sense of the word.

We are going to put more energy into conference reports, 
online debates and blogs. For example, we will continue to pursue 
a discussion instigated a few years ago about what should happen 
in 2015, after the deadline for the Millennium Development Goals 
expires. We will be examining the role that Europe should play in a 
rapidly changing world. And in the near future, The Broker will be 
actively monitoring the process leading up to the Rio+20 
conference in May 2012. 

Twenty years after sustainable development became a serious 
agenda item, it is in dire need of a boost: politically speaking, the 
environment is clearly still fighting an uphill battle – indeed, the 
issue has not been convincingly linked to other major issues, such 
as development and justice. The Broker will publish special reports 
and organize special events on these issues and related projects.

 And finally, The Broker will continue to publish its series. An 
example is the new series, published for the first time in issue 24, 
that kicked off with an article about Turkey. The series explores 
the foreign policies of various emerging – or emerged as we call 
them – powers in the world. This issue focuses on Brazil. Lula da 
Silva, former president of Brazil, and his successor Dilma Rousseff, 
have been confidently braving the stormy waters of world politics. 
Much more so than hesitant Europe, which cannot seem to 
decide on how to handle the changing relationship with its 
African, Caribbean and Pacific partners. Check out our special 
report ‘The old man and the seas’ for more details.

The Broker is at a crossroads. We proudly look back on what we 
have accomplished over the last four years. But we also intend to 
borrow some of that Brazilian self-confidence as we chart new 
waters. We hope to make more waves in the future.
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When growth is empty
The pursuit of endless growth and the ensuing global financial crisis 
have eroded public trust in economic policy. As a result, an increasing 
number of economists are advocating a more inclusive global economy.

Towards an inclusive economics

By Nicky Pouw, development economist and researcher at the 
Governance for Inclusive Development research group, University of 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

T

New way of thinking

summary
 

•  The global financial crisis has exposed the weaknesses of the 

liberalized economic system and resulted in calls for a more inclusive 

global economy. 

•  Leading economists, such as Amartya Sen, are stressing the need for 

ethics and morality, and culture and context, to be reintroduced into 

economics. 

•  Human well-being rather than material welfare should, they argue, 

be the central goal of economic performance and social progress.

•  Any new measure of economic performance needs to also assess the 

value of social provisioning – goods produced by unpaid economic 

activities, such as household and community production, and unpaid 

goods and services.
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The perils of growth 
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Building blocks of inclusive economics

We are all agents of well-being

Well-being, not welfare
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Social provisioning
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Economic performance
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On the website

The Broker’s new ‘Current global 
affairs’ blog provides a window for 
reflection on topical news events. 
There is a lively discussion about the 
uprisings in the Middle East. Other 
new blogs question the relevance of 
capacity development and discuss 
emerging powers of the 21st century. 
The Broker also blogged from the 
World Conference on Humanitarian 
Studies in Boston, USA.

Food security and climate change
African voices are 
being added to the 
online discussion on 
food security. John 
Ilukor, of Makerere 
University in Uganda, 
writes that ‘as we 

invest in technology, how do we 
communicate or ensure that the 
technology meets the end users’s needs? 
How do we communicate to policy makers 
and make them own the new scientific 
knowledge especially in context of Africa?’  
 The communication between scientists 
and policy makers seems to be one of the 
main points of concern expressed by 
bloggers from Africa. Khalil Elahee of the 
University of Mauritius has a solution: 
‘There must be a new breed of what can be 
called ‘’project leaders’’. Such professionals 
can act as more than an interface between 
knowledge and action. They will be 
responsible for making things happen.’

Mea culpas are in order
The social sciences 
proved unable to 
predict the recent 
uprisings in the 
Middle East. In their 
article on the current 
global affairs blog, 

Paul Aarts and Stephan de Vries of the 
University of Amsterdam, argue that 
although social scientists should adapt 
their theories and paradigms to changing 

realities, they should refrain from making 
predictions. ‘Regarding the Middle East,’ 
they write, ‘it is necessary for experts to 
keep adjusting their theories and to keep 
analyzing the situation as it unfolds: not as 
the new “revolutionary” fad but as a 
continuity of past events.’ 

This statement became the starting 
point for an online discussion. ‘The entire 
point of political science is to predict future 
events,’ one blogger commented. Another 
one added that ‘social scientists and 
experts should sit in the front row to 
observe and analyse the current changes, 
and indeed they should be modest and 
careful in their claims of what they see. 
Mea culpas would be in order if they 
forsake this task; not when theories may 
be proven wrong tomorrow.’

Turkey as emerged power
The article about 
Turkey in our 
‘Emerged powers’ 
series (see issue 24) 
generated several 
outspoken online 
comments. Svante 

Cornell, research director of the Central 
Asia-Caucasus Institute of Johns Hopkins 
University in Washington DC, believes the 
article did not take into account the new 
foreign policy of taking sides in conflicts. 
‘Turkey as a mediator was true in 2008; 
today, it is increasingly taking sides, and 
systematically so with political Islamic 
causes,’ he writes. ‘Only the ideological 
factor can explain these shifts in policy.’ But 
another participant writes that ‘other 
issues, such as religion, are there to divert 
attention from more serious problems’. 
Although Arab capital is welcome, ‘breaking 
ties with the USA or EU will not happen’.

Turkey is also discussed alongside Brazil in 
the new emerging powers blog in relation 
to their peacekeeping and mediation 
efforts. Other topics covered are the impact 
of China’s foreign policy in the Asian region, 
and the foreign policy changes facing South 
Africa as an emerged power. ‘The new 

world is multi-polar but it is far from being 
multilateral’, writes Mariano Aguirre, 
director of NOREF in Oslo, Norway. ‘We live 
in times of a return to hard realism where 
states seek a pure national interest, 
coinciding with explorative attempts at 
Kantian multilateralism. It is a strange mix, 
but one that reflects the complex reality of 
visions and approaches.’    

Debating capacity development
Capacity development 
refers to a concept 
and method that has 
been looking for ways 
to connect different 
kinds of knowledge 
for many years now. 

But how relevant has capacity development 
really been? Allan Kaplan, co-director of The 
Proteus Initiative, writes that development 
specialists cannot build or develop capacity 
‘as we think we do, or wish to – by 
constructing, implementing, inputting in 
order to achieve an outcome’. The reality is 
too complex for capacity to be achieved by 
‘adding one skill, one piece of information, 
one input and outcome, onto another’. 

Roger Henke, who worked for the NGO 
ICCO, counters Jan Ubels’ view (SNV) that 
to improve current capacity development 
practices, or what Ubels calls giving 
attention to ‘multi-level’ and ‘multi-actor 
dimensions’ and professionalization, is not 
worthwhile. ‘I do not believe,’ says Henke, 
‘that such improvements are going to deal 
with the capacity development fatigue.’ 
Volker Hauck of ECDPM signals a lack of 
willingness to get capacity development 
right in relation with the aid effectiveness 
discussion. He wonders whether capacity 
development will survive after the Busan 
summit. 

By Evert-jan Quak, web editor.

A
nd

va
ra

na
ut

Cr
et

hi
 P

le
th

i

The Broker  issue 25  June/July 2011 9



Brazil braves new waters
Brazil’s new-found status as an economic power and conflict mediator has 
led some to question its motives. President Dilma Rousseff will have to find 
ways to deflect accusations of self-interest and regional hegemony.

The Lula legacy

By Jean-Paul Marthoz, professor of international journalism at the 
Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium, foreign affairs columnist for 
Le Soir and senior advisor to the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, USA. 

D

Brazil matters

summary
 

•  Brazil has become an economic powerhouse and a major actor on the 

international diplomatic stage since the 1990s.

•  Economically, it has strengthened relations with the United States 

and the European Union, and formed coalitions with Russia, India, 

China and others.

•  Brazil’s new-found status has led it to assume a more proactive 

international role: mediating in Latin American conflicts, enhancing 

its presence in Africa, and testing its peacekeeping and conflict-

resolution capacity in Haiti and the Middle East.

•  But Brazil’s new-found status has also raised suspicions that it is 

acting in its own. This is a legacy that newly elected president, Dilma 

Rousseff, will have to dispel.
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Joining the new global game

Wooing the big boys
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Brazilian president Dilma Rousseff and her predecessor, Lula da Silva, during a visit to the massive Tucuruí Dam on the Tocantins River, a major tributary of 

the Amazon,  November  2010. 
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Zero problems diplomacy

Hard and soft power

Ambiguous games
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Come home, Brazil
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Marco Aurélio Garcia, special foreign policy advisor to Brazil’s president, 

Dilma Rousseff, and to former president Lula da Silva: expanding Brazil’s 

international influence is not always as easy as it looks.
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Apparently transparent
Transparency and accountability initiatives aim to combat corruption 
and inefficiency, and improve how aid is channelled. How effective are 
these initiatives, and how can their impact be measured?

Does accountability deliver?

By Rosemary McGee, fellow of the Participation, Power and Social 
Change Team at the Institute of Development Studies, Brighton, UK.

T

Traditional inadequacies

The rise of transparency and accountability

summary
 

•  Transparency and accountability initiatives (TAIs) aim to increase 

development effectiveness, improve the quality of governance and 

empower poor citizens.

•  Measuring the impact of these initiatives, however, is not 

straightforward.

•  More robust evidence of the impact of transparency and 

accountability initiatives is needed to ensure their survival, especially 

in the current climate of shrinking aid spending.  

•  The state of evidence could be improved by developing impact 

assessment approaches pioneered in other fields that are sensitive to 

complexity.
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Beyond the buzz
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What we can say 

Aims, claims and theories of change

At a glance: positive impact of TAIs
Participatory budgeting initiatives, as well as improving public services 

and re-directing resources to poor communities, have strengthened 

democratic processes in some cases.

In Brazil, the Participatory Budget model has expanded from the 

Workers’ Party-controlled city of Porto Alegre to about 12 major 

cities and between 250 and 2500 localities, mainly in Brazil, but also in 

Latin America and scores of European municipalities. Studies show 

that participatory budgeting can increase access to a range of public 

services and redirect public spending towards poor neighbourhoods. 

Other research shows that participatory budget processes have 

helped in some cases to democratize existing civil society associations 

and spawn new ones, enhancing representation of the formerly 

excluded. They have also increased transparency and accountability 

while reducing political clientelism and manipulation.

India’s Right to Information (RTI) campaign led to new legislation 

and widespread mobilization and empowerment of constituencies to 

use information for development purposes. 

A ‘People’s Assessment’ was conducted to assess the impact of the 

RTI law. The assessment drew on the submission of 800 test cases of 

freedom of information requests, the analysis of 25,000 past 

requests, and interviews and focus groups with some 35,000 people. 

To the key question ‘Did getting the information asked for meet with 

the intended objective?’, 40% of rural and 60% of urban respondents 

replied that their objectives were fully met. 

This and other assessments of the law’s impact have revealed some 

inconsistent application of the law from state to state, but also some 

good practices such as a National RTI Helpline and the use of video 

conferencing to enable remotely located parties to participate in RTI 

hearings. The mere fact that this mass ‘People’s Assessment’ could be 

conducted indicates that the movement to secure this new law  has 

built an informed, empowered citizenry alive to the potential of 

information disclosure.

Aid accountability mechanisms adopted by Northern-based 

international development NGOs can lead to sharing of power with 

Southern partner organizations and their constituents.
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Not the next logframe

How do we know what we know? 
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Beyond the state-citizen dichotomy

More demonstrable impact 
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book essay

Body politics
Deborah Eade reviews four publications in search of answers to the 
question why the field of development has been unable to understand 
human sexuality and body politics.

The gender-development gap

By Deborah Eade, editor in chief of the journal Development in 
Practice until 2010 and co-author of The Oxfam Handbook of 
Development and Relief and Capacity Building: A People-centred 
Approach to Development. 

T

Victims and heroines

•  Gender Myths and Feminist Fables: The Struggle for Interpretive 

Power in Gender and Development, ed. by Andrea Cornwall, Elizabeth 

Harrison and Ann Whitehead, Wiley-Blackwell, 2008, 184 pp.

•  Development with a Body: Sexuality, Human Rights and Development, 

ed. by Andrea Cornwall, Sonia Corrêa and Susie Jolly, Zed Books, 2008, 

257 pp.

•  Sexuality and Development, ed. by Andrea Cornwall and Susie Jolly, 

Development 52(1), March 2009, 1-131 pp.

•  Body Politics in Development: Critical Debates in Gender and 

Development, by Wendy Harcourt, Zed Books, 2009, 226 pp.

>
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The hetero norm

Reproductive and non-reproductive rights

Gender relativity
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What’s normal?
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research horizons

Lives in transition

The recent revolution brought long-awaited change to Egypt. But the 
Egyptian human rights movement needs to address the country’s 
social, political and religious divides and take up the plight of the many 
refugees living in Cairo. Gasser Abdel-Razek, country director of the 
Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance in Egypt, talks about the 
challenges facing human rights organizations in Egypt in these times 
of political uncertainty.

AMERA provides pro bono legal aid and advocates 
for the rights of refugees living in Cairo. Has the 
revolution of the past few months affected their 
lives?

The Egyptian revolution is as a massive 
encouragement for the country s human rights 
movement, but the changes bring new challenges 
too. What does that mean for your work?

Gasser Abdel-Razek is a human rights activist who has been involved 
with human rights movements in Egypt and the Arab world for the 
past 17 years. In 1999, he was one of the founders of the Hisham 
Mubarak Law Centre. He worked as advocacy director of the Egyptian 
Organization for Human Rights, acting director for regional relations at 
Human Rights Watch and Middle East media officer at Oxfam GB. He 
currently is the country director of the Africa and Middle East Refugee 
Assistance (AMERA) in Egypt. 
Interview by Ellen Lammers

xx
x
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What will refugees have to gain from these changes?

What role can research play in these efforts?

What other research project could be useful to 
AMERA’s work in particular?
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The Broker is available only to subscribers. 
For a free subscription, register online at www.thebrokeronline.eu.
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Go-to guys

By Ko Colijn, special professor of global security issues at Erasmus 
University Rotterdam, the Netherlands.
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