
Environmental Security Political Economic Social Cultural

Global Factors Climate change Geostrategic position, 

International disputes

International relations, 

Multilateral political fora (i.e. UN, 

UNSC), Memberships in 

International Organizations

Global value chains, Global trade, 

Global income distribution, 

Foreign direct investment, 

Remittances, Foreign debt 

service, Exchange rate, Natural 

resource export

Foreign aid flows, Migration Diaspora

Institutions Climate conventions International security 

cooperation, Geneva convention, 

International agreements on war

International law, International 

norms of governance

Trade agreements, Tariffs Bilateral aid agreements Transnationalism

Actors International Environmental 

Organizations (i.e. World 

Environment Organization)

National militaries, Military 

alliances, Private military 

contractors, Peacekeepers

States, INGOs, International 

activist groups

Multinational corporations, 

Multilateral economic institutions 

(World Bank, IMF)

Humanitarian organizations, Aid 

organizations, World Health 

Organization

International religious 

organizations

Regional Factors Physical environment (geography, 

climate, hydrography, 

oceanography)

Regional stability, Border 

disputes, Armed conflict in 

neighboring countries, 

Governance in neighboring 

countries, Group support from 

foreign state, Geo-strategic 

position

Regional diplomatic relations Regional infrastructure 

development, Regional economic 

integration, Regional trade, Trade 

Openness, Regional income 

distribution

Migration Transnational ethnic groups

Institutions Transnational nature reserves Regional security alliances, 

Regional security cooperation

Regional governance structures, 

Regional political agreements

Trade agreements, Tariffs Aid organizations, Humanitarian 

organizations

Transnationalism

Actors Regional environmental 

organizations

National militaries, Military 

alliances, Transnational 

organized criminal networks, 

Transnational terrorist groups, 

Transnational rebel groups

States, Non-state actors, Regional 

governance organizations, 

Regional activist groups

Regional economic unions,  

Transnational enterprises

Civil society organizations Ethnic community based 

organizations, Religious groups

National Factors Topography, Climate, Geology, Bio-

geography, Natural Resources, 

Rate of deforestation, Pollution, 

Land area, Arable land, Poaching

Refugee and internally displaced 

persons situation, Territorial 

integrity, Group based hostilities, 

Crime rate, Arms markets, History 

of armed conflict, Terrorism, 

Peace years, Prior genocide, 

Military personnel, Military 

expenditure, Arms transfers

History of state formation, 

Colonial history, Distribution of 

power, State-society relations, 

Public service delivery, Human 

rights, Rule of law, Legal system 

(regulatory quality), Sovereignty, 

Government repression, Civil 

liberties, Political rights, 

Legitimacy, Military rule, Coups, 

Regime durability/instability, 

Regime type, Minority rule

Economic opportunities of 

groups, Demographic pressures, 

Sources of state revenue (tax 

income, external debt, credit 

rating, balance of payments), 

Environmental pressures, 

Infrastructure development, 

Natural resources, Energy 

independence, Sectoral 

development (status of primary, 

secondary, tertiary, quartenary 

sectors), Macroeconomic 

indicators (employment, inflation, 

GDP, exports, imports, investment, 

income inequality), Food 

security/dependencym, Natural 

resource surplus, Resource rents, 

Energy consumption per capita, 

Economic inequality

Education, Healthcare, 

Urbanization, Social inequality, 

Food security, Poverty, Group 

discrimination, Literacy, 

Male/Female inequality, Youth 

bulge, Population, Population 

density, Population growth rate, 

Urban population, Urbanization 

growth rate, Population in 

agriculture

Ethnic diversity, Religious 

diversity

Institutions Ungoverned spaces, Land 

ownership, Nature reserves

Criminal networks State executive, Legislature, 

Electoral System, Judiciary, 

Bureaucracy, Patronage, 

Corruption, Accountability, Press 

freedom, Elite political exclusivity

Property rights, Contract law, 

Labour laws, Tax system, 

Regulatory environment (trade 

policy, fiscal policy, land rights, 

natural resources management), 

Government regulation of 

business

Social class, Laws and rules on 

Rights, Discrimination, 

Citizenship, Social protection

Organized religion, Nationalism

Actors Environmental organizations National police, Paramilitary 

forces, Insurgent groups, Militias, 

Factions, Criminal organizations

Political parties, Political 

movements, NGOs, Rights 

groups, Interest groups, 

Government, Government 

departments, Activist groups, 

Civil society organizations

Corporations, State-owned 

enterprises, Unions

Civil society organizations Ethnic community based 

organizations, Religious groups

Local Factors Drought, Water distribution, 

Pollution

Refugee and internally displaced 

persons situation, Group based 

hostilities, Crime rate

Power struggles, Interests, 

Strategies

Microeconomics (domestic 

expenditures, wages, prices), 

Livelihoods, Informal economy, 

Division of labour, Children in 

labour force

 Age, Nationality, Caste, Ethnicity, 

Access to water, Access to 

sanitation, Caloric intake, 

HIV/aids prevalence, Child 

mortality, Life expectancy, 

Maternal mortality, School 

enrollment,

Hierarchy of needs

Institutions Farming cooperatives Local conflict resolution 

mechanisms

Tribes, Community power 

structures, Organizational 

decision making process

Markets, Informal economy/Black 

market, Economic organization

Support networks, Social 

organization, Networks, Sects, 

Church, Mosque, Temple, Social 

networks, 

Kinship, Family, Norms, Values, 

Attitudes, Beliefs, Status, Identity, 

Gender

Actors Pastoralists, Farmers Participants in conflict, Potential 

participants in conflict, Local 

police force, Gangs

Elites, leaders, government 

officials, 'Big men', Civil society 

organizations

Small and medium-sized 

enterprises, entrepreneurs

Individual actors, Groups, Civil 

society organizations

Individual actors, Groups, 

Religious actors




